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Flow Pattern Simulation and Resistance Analysis in

Step Channels
Yi-Liang Chen Kwan Tun Lee"

ABSTRACT When water flows over step-pools, plunging from steps to pools, tumbling and
hydraulic jumps will be produced. These three kinds of flows result in spill resistance, which gener-
ates significant energy dissipation. Since the geometry of mountain step-pools is complicated for flow
structure analysis, a 3D fluid dynamic numerical model was used to analyze energy dissipation and
flow resistance in regular step channels. Results show that in cases of low flow, the flow is in a nappe
flow condition, and plunges from steps to pools and hydraulic jumps are produced. The total rough-
ness coefficient of the nappe flow can reach 0.1. For cases of high flow, water submerges the steps,
resulting in a skimming flow, and the total roughness coefficient is comparatively small. Whether the
flow is in a nappe or a skimming flow condition, the total roughness coefficient is higher than the
channel surface-roughness coefficient set in the numerical simulations. The relationship between the
energy dissipation and the total roughness coefficient investigated in this study can be used as a ref-
erence for hydraulic design in steep mountain streams.

Key Words : Step-pool, spill resistance, 3D fluid dynamic numerical model, nappe flow, skimming
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FEEDE » K E AR - BUEEUKERE - (015
S B EG FL B RE R SR R WA EE K
TR - SRR EE AL > ALK R
71 —HEME - KHI AR BN A TR B AR R
TR ER AR B SRR R EE - BRTRE
W RIS Ry Chow (1959) F7IERHY S ZERERE (A8
n (EHEFE - ARz PR S LERERE A& R-2E
FOA > RE BB PEEETZ AR Z R RAIRE IR - (B
H—IERET -

BT LG RS- 20500 ) || 2 S (o] BIRR A AR
o RIEER B FE H AR R R A 2 2 s Bt ot B8
EfEEE - DIRFTKFUR R R Z R B - BT A
FEARIE IR AN K TR - R RS B oy Ry e
TRELERSR (Sorensen, 1985 ; Chamani and Rajaratnam,
1994) - &) (nappe flow) SEFEREEIERE - ACRAM
RSSO HPERS B H%E T A 42K ER - REROMHAX
BT R R /KERHYEE R ARSI (skimming flow) HIlZ
TR RN - AR - KR BREER B,
FM > BEEHBUY T R Ry e BB K R B i e
EMVBIRE ST o BMEMITEUR - BRET WS AR B RS
FHVEHLE » (RLAEEAEEIRHL (relative energy dis-
sipation) FoR o HARSRE EMBUEIEIR R H SO &R
AN =1 NG U EE == 03211 AN =y
RIAE S HE MR K - B FERREH #2 M R MK
JRER A (Peyras et al., 1990 ; Christodoulou, 1993 ;
Chinnarasri and Wongwises, 2006)  [fij 7K i i &85 P
SRR IENE » FRREERE 2 A RE B M HIR AN
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Wang et al. (2009) 3l E PRIV = H Bl R
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EEEHE S, FRY 0.0 0 I RS E- 4 B IR
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WK Z SEENEE n H - LB ATSH] - PERE-ZERR
PRESEEFFAT R/ IE T « FHEETAE > KR
TIHEEA (75 B RE DR R A3l R 1 B m] 2 e R
FE55 TR RS B e - 2R i 2 KR FE 7 -
Canovaro et al. (2007) &5 HH{E&R/KRRE S HERS £
ESE > TR REF AR B A RSRER (A0 : P&
FB-ZE) KGRI ST o RIEZKH TAZANE 2 S5
FEGE n (H > NMEEG SR GE 1, (grain
resistance coefficient) EFFZARFH J7 {58 Moy (form re-
sistance coefficient) » 411 H A PSR- HR R RE
A > HEFTE A ST, (spill resistance
coefficient) » BEL G I 1,y FTFTE
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AT PSS E 2 KR P E T FEH=
HESTREORBG B BUE T TACR R E - it &
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Fig.1 Development degree S, of step-pool channel

Elevation




K (R © 43(2), 2012 %

— s AEPKREIRE Z e EH A

FH AR - 20 B Ry LI S ) 2 AR e T - 2k
KRS TR S - PRI LA FCFE HoAH ¥ pE EH B am
SRS EEZE I (regular step channel) 2 BE&HEL
it o DU PSR /R S A B R © PEREACR IR
BARANES BB R - RWEARBIRE
KT EE - (SR ROHBGTR T =IRARIE -
LU 53l #HE Peyras et al. (1990) HEfh A 2 AHEAE
EHEL Rice and Kadavy (1996) BTS2 MHEAE
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1. ERZEHESEIHE
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Fig.2 Schematic diagram for nappe flow
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SYS Inc., 2010) ~ Fluent (ANSYS Fluent Inc., 2010) > [,
J FLOW-3D (Flow Science Inc., 2010a) - (K FLOW-3D
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AT FEREEE 4T - 247 FLOW-3D (Flow Science Inc.,
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Fig.3 Schematic diagram for skimming flow
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B2 NG - BT AR k-2 B RNG k- Hif
T54H > T RNG k-£ B k- {E IR AIEEH - AR S
EBESUEATES S (Souders and Hirt, 2002) » A2 >
B IIER A RNG k-£ ZiiE4H -

FLOW-3D 5 0ER F PR 2 0 A A D72 =X > I
DB 4ats 1T 22 Bl ARV R Bt B o AUt iElT
e B3 R EA B HIRE 2 BHRKR - BEXEHE
B R ERENE N {%%ﬂﬁﬂﬁ“ﬁﬁ <% (volume of
fluid method, VOF) T L #li 37t s 47 45— B T FsT BE A
Frets R B A RS (Hirt and Nichol, 1980) - 41fE 5
Fow > B REENEERE (W12 Bm) > & F=0
B RIS NRR AR B R A & 0<F<I N » o4
MR ER - WIEENB R & F=1 > R
IRV S Ry RS - FLOW-3D $EAL G BRI B TNAE
(BRI AT (] AutoCAD B EESH x -y F 2
JERRER R R E - AR B R R R E S
(surface roughness) » % & (6 FIRERE = & &, (roughness
height) & FEfHE IR EHRERE I - A S /KA LAZATS 1R
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HUREBSERA Outflow 5 EIEF = FRERIE B 5T
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Outflow 5 R X AE AHRST (radiation) BFUREM &
Orlanski (1976) Fitg iR a7k HyE
o R/ KR H B SAMERE - (RS EIIRAIE AR
FIEETRE » IR s
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K O BEEEE (FIURE) - Co RN HHE
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BRI R A TERRIE (no-slip condition) » BIFER
RIEMHAALEEE F 2Ry 0.0[L/T] -

2. BERIEE

AW Fyfifisy. FLOW-3D 55X A] e F B e P Ao
AR » TR AT AR ER RS B KBl T
Bases - b7 i i A A Y RS2 PA Chamani et
al. (2008) HYEARE H FHERKaEn Ry BaE - 5280 Pt
S H Ry 0.2 m > ZRIEEL B Fy 0.405 m - HERIATE Sy
HDEEZ T > B Lla e SR BRI T AR E ny,y B
0.01 » DA R B E AT > RS - mEER A 3R
g R~ A d=0.015m (streamwise) > d,;=0.0lm
(spanwise) > DA Kz d=0.01m (vertical)

Chamani et al. (2008) HYEE[EH Fp/KatEs >2 KR
RIEEF B ER R B 0.0210 ~ 0.0741 m¥/s » _EiEA
TREESFKZES T 0.065 ~ 0.1506 m > FrLLIALFZEHIH
Peyras et al. (1990)  HmiEITIHEIRE &AL RE 3THL
(&5 -7 H PR 8 ) - & 1 Ry &kl FLOW-3D
THABEAS R B - %R A1 » FLOW-3D =
TEILT » FEhI i B sk K A A K 2 7K ), B
B RANE & T - HE RMHERRE R 4.0% » 1
FHEFEARE By 2.5% 5 (Rt FLOW-3D AP o ) 18
ZKfIEE - e DABR(E -

F
\
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Fig.5 Schematic diagram for volume of fluid
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wall
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Fig.6 Boundary condition of FLOW-3D simula-
tions
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Rajaratnam and Chamani (1995) 8 #:7 B H H
Pe/KEES - WA Moore (1943) Bil Rand (1955) &
SpERt > MigHErT v,/ H 93 RE 5347 » HASBOEER %
WT -

—0.766
RE = 0.0896(”) (19)
H

7 &R FLOW-3D 1 AE1H 2 v,/ H B RE Bk
B Rajaratnam and Chamani (1995) 235575 fH 6
£ FTAIFI F FLOW-3D 8B 1 =G+ RS iR /KR = TERE
14 > NILFE T ERF FLOW-3D #E{ T2 &2 91T -

MM~ SR se 2T HA
BRA 5

FERE IR AYRE T DUE R 2 B~ B ROKRE K
TR G Ryt - AiUER] Chamani et al. (2008) BE[E
TERKEERE R - #E1T FLOW-3D B Eisi=hnsg - #1
LB IS AR 2 R 2 &) SE R £/ A
FLOW-3D /TR 2 5347 - B & S 1
SIS EERIY  M{RETZINBUE SR - DHTRIE
AKORBIRE Z AR RE BOM AL (R B ftat -

1. DEKREE 2R EHRI DT
AKFURAEPEAR IR BT - AR IS REIRE % T Bk
&~ PR ROKBEEKITRHE - Ry Pl iR i B s

F 1 SHBFIEEFLOW-3D #e55 HEg 4L i
Table 1

PR EEOER KR R  2E > Dige et TR
BRI ) B BTSRRI | IR
S LA A B 53 BT R 4 > B IS - P
BRI RIS ST B % 0.6m ~ MY S
0,15 FRIELEE By 50.0m Horp SRR e b H
B 03m > FEHEE L B 2.0m » #2419 (EIEHE © 36
S0 R E 7 (58 ngrain 2 0.016 fF BB B>
S o BB S R4S dx=0.06m -
dy=0.06m DL K dz=0.05m -

[ 8 (a) %y ye / H =073 2 B Kt
o N AR o B R R B
SIMTE KT > %5 2 B 25.02m % 29.40m
ZOKH IR > HARBUIE RS (Fr=V/Jo)
B FLOW-3D HEI&EE - 11 5 B [ 2 44 3
(=0/4) - UAEHIEATE 25.02m % 28.44m iY7K FI4EHLE
WRE(LEY GOE S (b) FoR)- HIE 8 (b) TTLSHD
BRE 26.10m B TEE 502 R b= - AEE
26.58m %5 27.30m FRKFTZE] N o BB RS
AR B2 (RS R RE (L - BrE
26.82m % 27.24m By EEE Y R R
SR > (EREE TR BB AR A%
S INTIT R B A © B2 9% 2 ] AT 27.60m 28
27.66m AR TR B TR O AL A KRR - B
KEEBRE 27.60m 15 BRI 28.08m - BT
27.72m FINIE By TE 8 2 ZF0R0MA AR - TiFTE 28.20m
215 HlB SRR -

Comparison of experimental data and FLOW-3D simulation

;};fgi?;iti'nggg?s Chamani et al. (2008) FLOW-3D Comparison
Q (m’/s) v/ H Vi, (m) RE Vi, (m) RE Ay, ARE
0.0210 0.32500 0.0250 0.18 0.026 0.231 4.0 0.051
0.0311 0.42200 0.0352 0.14 0.036 0.180 23 0.040
0.0417 0.51300 0.0452 0.15 0.046 0.149 4.0 0.001
0.0518 0.59300 0.0551 0.12 0.056 0.148 1.6 0.028
0.0568 0.63000 0.0625 0.15 0.061 0.151 2.0 0.001
0.0699 0.72400 0.0705 0.08 0.072 0.125 2.1 0.045
0.0741 0.75300 0.0748 0.11 0.076 0.128 1.6 0.018

_ |(y 1o Jrowsan ~ (V1 ) chaman etal

Note: Ay, (%)= x100

(%1, ) chaman etal.
ARE= |(RE)FLOW>3D - (RE)Chamani etal.
H=0.2m
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& 9 (a) Fyyc/ H=2.53 ZPEtHRIE /K SRIEHES
R U R B AIRE - KIS AR SHAEE IRE N -
B5C R BE AR 3 T A B DA R R R 2 K TR
Mm% 3 KEmHE 25.02m £ 29.40m 2 /KB HTEEE > I
4@BUBTE 25.02m % 28.44m AY/KAIARELE KB (L1%
1 (U 9 (b) FoR) = HfE 9 (b) FTLUSHI > Hfe B
FRZERAZEER » (5 R RN EEER
RN MBAKT 4.0m/s BRSPS TS ISR
I 5 HEHFERIE ZKIEE S, P95 0.15 » HELERIY
FEARSE » HACRRIRS R8RSR o

* 4 REEHEAGTE 9 BARERES RS EIFEAR
EURA  StRATSRREE (BHeE H=0.3m) HifiE
PERRRIE Z HBRE BN ITEE R - IR H7J</ﬁ§£%
HARFEIHBUKRRER TR - FrlE ARIRE Ry i
ik > JYFIH] Peyras etal. (1990) 2B GmAEf T ST RE RN
AURE SR (555 3058 7 ALULES 8 ) < B/ IR
Feya et - AIIERA Rice and Kadavy (1996) 2 ¥
FAHERERMAL RE (35 9 0 ~ 55 10 RS 11 5) -

BHEREUR & y./ H By 037073 & 1.3 Z1EN
T B RIE /KRR By R T E ./ H By 1.63

Enlarged flow profile of the step channel}

Nappe flow :
water surface |
bed ;

Elevation (m)

B B
Distance (mJ

(a) FfERSOmATFE BRI

(a) Water surface profile for a 50m step channel

B8 MEVHMRS RTISE A PR (M y/H=0.73 %.4)

Elevation (m)
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2.13 ~2.53 ~ 3.00 ~ 3.47 LUK, 3.80 B > AKRAUEE By
e R 4 BURESR/ACR R By a2 m e Aeg

FERRIB RS R AT RE BOMEL (RE) » RIS AR
B AREREROMECR KT HAES T &y, Hi N
ZKOA A P Ao P2 AR P 7K T 5 Ry BHER - KO =2 P
MhE B E FOMRE R 2528 MHEREROHEUIR -

0.8 —

\ A FLOW-3D
N \ O Chamani et al. (2008)
N +  Moore (1943)
06— 4 — — — - Rajaratnam & Chamani (1995)
B ++
\
\
IRE 0.4 —| \
| i
R
0.2 — B~
O # 5% ap
J s A
0 \ \ 1 \
0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1
yJ/H
B7 FLOW-3D %= B@EWR 3 B2 y/H $=RE

e

Fig.7 Verification of y./H vs. RE for free overfall

in a single-step experiment using FLOW-3D
model
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Distance (m)

(b) ERTHI25.02m %28 44mi ) KIHISFEE RS LIETE
(b) Variation of water surface profile and Froude number from
25.02m to 28.44m

Fig.8 Simulated water surface profile for nappe flow ( y./ H=0.73)

Skimming flow

water surface
bed

Elevation (m}

(@) BE 735r50m575%f2137ﬁijk/m%/ﬂ
(a) Water surface profile for a 50m step channel

B SN TS

Elevation (m)

w

25

FEER (I y/H=2.53 %©.5)
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25.02 25.42 25.82 2622 26.62 27.02

Distance (m)

(b) [EIHI25.02mZE28 44mir KSR BLEFEEE LIF D
(b) Variation of water surface profile and Froude number from
25.02mto 28.44m

27.42 27.82 2822

Fig.9 Simulated water surface profile for skimming flow (y./ H=2.53)
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F2 =8

|F7 Fres HES
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(! yJH=0.73 %.71)
Table 2 Numerical analysis for nappe flow (y./ H=0.73)

tl?istance Bed Water  Average DI Bed Water  Average
2?;2&1;5_ Elevation S depth velocity Fr frs(t)rnelal:g_ elevation S depth velocity Fr

(m) (m) (m) (m) (m/s) (m) (m) (m) (m) (m/s)

25.02 3.000 3.453 0.434 0.768 0.519 27.24 2.700 2915 0.215 1.550  0.958
25.08 3.000 3.411 0.411 0.811 0.495 27.30 2.700 2.904 0.204 1.634 1.053
25.14 3.000 3.394 0.394 0.846 0.637 27.36 2.700 2.897 0.197 1.692 1.092
25.20 3.000 3.348 0.348 0.958 0.757 27.42 2.700 2.894 0.194 1.718 1.084
25.26 3.000 3.299 0.299 1.115 0.798 27.48 2.700 2.898 0.198 1.684 1.057
25.32 3.000 3.255 0.255 1.307 0.857 27.54 2.700 2.907 0.207 1.610 1.027
25.38 3.000 3.215 0.215 1.550  0.966 27.60 2.700 2.909 0.209 1.595 1.001
25.44 3.000 3.204 0.204 1.634 1.060 27.66 2.700 2912 0.212 1.572 0.981
25.50 3.000 3.200 0.200 1.667 1.106 27.72 2.700 2914 0.214 1.558 0.967
25.56 3.000 3.193 0.193 1.727 1.107 27.78 2.700 2916 0.216 1.543 0.961
25.62 3.000 3.199 0.199 1.675 1.086 27.84 2.700 2917 0.217 1.536  0.959
25.68 3.000 3.207 0.207 1.610 1.055 27.90 2.700 2918 0.218 1.529  0.958
25.74 3.000 3.209 0.209 1.595 1.025 27.96 2.700 2919 0.219 1.522 0.956
25.80 3.000 3.212 0.212 1.572 1.001 28.02 2.700 2.920 0.220 1.515 0.954
25.86 3.000 3.214 0.214 1.558 0.985 28.08 2.700 2.921 0.221 1.508 0.952
25.92 3.000 3.216 0.216 1.543 0.976 28.14 2.700 2.921 0.221 1.508 0.951
25.98 3.000 3.217 0.217 1.536 0.970 28.20 2.700 2.921 0.221 1.508 0.952
26.04 3.000 3.218 0.218 1.529 0.967 28.26 2.700 2919 0.219 1.522 0.957
26.10 3.000 3.219 0.219 1.522 0.963 28.32 2.700 2917 0.217 1.536 0967
26.16 3.000 3.220 0.220 1.515 0.958 28.38 2.700 2914 0.214 1.558 0.983
26.22 3.000 3.221 0.221 1.508 0.955 28.44 2.700 2.910 0.210 1.587 1.013
26.28 3.000 3.221 0.221 1.508 0.952 28.50 2.700 2.904 0.204 1.634 1.055
26.34 3.000 3.221 0.221 1.508 0.952 28.56 2.700 2.897 0.197 1.692 1.146
26.40 3.000 3.220 0.220 1.515 0.956 28.62 2.700 2.880 0.180 1.852 1.280
26.46 3.000 3.218 0.218 1.529 0.965 28.68 2.434 2.861 0.427 0.781 0.574
26.52 3.000 3.215 0.215 1.550  0.982 28.74 2.400 2.853 0.453 0.736  0.435
26.58 3.000 3.211 0.211 1.580 1.007 28.80 2.400 2.811 0.411 0.811 0.516
26.64 3.000 3.205 0.205 1.626 1.060 28.86 2.400 2.786 0.386 0.864  0.653
26.70 3.000 3.197 0.197 1.692 1.146 28.92 2.400 2.747 0.347 0.961 0.741
26.76 3.000 3.181 0.181 1.842 1.278 28.98 2.400 2.703 0.303 1.100  0.785
26.82 3.000 3.432 0.432 0.772 0.492 29.04 2.400 2.654 0.254 1.312 0.834
26.88 2.700 3.153 0.424 0.786 0.491 29.10 2.400 2.613 0.213 1.565 0.948
26.94 2.700 3.111 0.411 0.811 0.497 29.16 2.400 2.603 0.203 1.642 1.045
27.00 2.700 3.094 0.394 0.846 0.649 29.22 2.400 2.592 0.192 1.736 1.081
27.06 2.700 3.049 0.349 0.955 0.765 29.28 2.400 2.590 0.190 1.754 1.069
27.12 2.700 2.999 0.299 1.115 0.817 29.34 2.400 2.599 0.199 1.675 1.044
27.18 2.700 2.950 0.250 1.333 0.858 29.40 2.400 2.606 0.206 1.618 1.016
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Table 3 Numerical analysis for skimming flow (yc/H=2.53)
g(i)srfﬁ;f Beq Stage Water Avera_ge g:)sgfllll;? Beq Stage Water Avera_ge
ST elevation depth velocity Fr - elevation depth velocity Fr
(m) (m) (m) (m) (m/s) (m) (m) (m) (m) (m/s)

25.02 3000 3708 0689 3004 1258 | 2724 2700 3338 0638 3565 1308
25.08 3000 3700 0700 2976 1108 | 2730 2700 3322 0622 3349  135]
25.14 3000  3.689 0689 3004 1ys50| 2736 2700 3307 0607 343 1371
2520 3000 3678 0678 3073 190 | 2742 2700 3300 0600 3475 1375
25.26 3000  3.666 0666 3958 1043 | 2748 2700 3278 0578 3604 1417
25.32 3000 3656 0656 3176 1203 | 2754 2700 3264 0564 3604 1442
25.38 3000  3.643 0643 3040 1336 | 27-60 2700 3254 0554 3761 1460
2544 3000 3627 0627 3323 1373 | 27.66 2700 3238 0538 375 53]
25.50 3.000  3.611 0.611 3410 1398 | 2772 2700 3223 0523 3983 1579
25.56 3000  3.603 0603 3455 1415 | 2778 2700 3214 0514 4053 1618
25.62 3000 3583 0583 3573 447 | 2784 2700 3205 0505 4925 1645
25.68 3000 3569 0569 3661 1478 | 2790 2700 3199 0499 4175 1662
25.74 3000 3556 0556 3947 1509 | 2796 2700 3186 0486 4087 1687
25.80 3000  3.543 0543 3837 48| 2802 2700 3178 0478 4358 1708
25.86 3000 3528 0528 3946 1583 | 28.08 2700 3178 0478 4358 1768
25.92 3000 3516 0516 4037 1626 | 2814 2700 3163 0463 4500  1.803
25.98 3000 3506 0506 4917 1656 | 2820 2700 3156 0456 4560 13868
26.04 3000 3500 0500 4967 1686 | 2826 2700 3150 0450 4630 1908
26.10 3000 3485 0485 4096 1756 | 2832 2700 3160 0460 4509 1665
26.16 3000 3478 0478 4358 1792 | 2838 2700 3138 0438 4756 1994
26.22 3000 3472 9472 4414 1821 | 2844 2700 3132 0432 483 2040
2628 3.000 3466 0466 4471 1845 | 2850 2700 3126 0426 4890 2090
2634 3000 3460 0460 459 1ge2 | 2856 2700 3119 0419 4972 2142
2640 3.000 3453 0453 4599 1917 | 2862 2700 3112 042 5057 2200
26.46 3000 3448 0448 4650 1961 | 2868 2434 3105 0671 3905 1438
26.52 3.000 3441 044l 4704 1996 | 2874 2400 3102 0702 2968 1069
26.58 3.000 3436 0436 4778 2036 | 2880 2400  3.089 0689 3004 1108
26.64 3000 3430 0430 4845 2030 | 28.86 2400 3077 0677 3077 1156
26.70 3.000 3424 0424 4914 2130 | 2892 2400  3.065 0665 3133 1205
26.76 3000 3418 0418 4984 2136 | 2898 2400  3.055 00655 33181 1253
26.82 3000 3410 0410 5081 20250 | 29:04 2400  3.051 0651 3200 1300
26.88 2729 3404 9675 3086 1168 | 2910 2400  3.028 0628 3317 1346
26.94 2700 3395 0695 2998 1084 | 29:16 2400 3013 0613 3399 1380
27.00 2700 3385 0685 3041 pq21| 2922 2400  3.003 00603 3455 1404
27.06 2700 3372 0672 3300 1170 | 2928 2400 2999 0599 3478 1435
27.12 2700 3360 0660 3957 1205 | 29.34 2400 2971 0571 3649 1470
27.18 2700 3353 0653 37190 1273 | 2940 2400 2957 0557 3740 1506
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Fig.10 Variation of y./H and RE for channel with
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Fig.11 Relationship between RE and nioa for step
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